How to Share Your Testimony

Your testimony can be a simple and effective wasttare the Gospel... the Good News of Jesus Clitrist.
can also help and encourage others who believeudghit takes some boldness, it's something thetyev
Christian is able to do. You are simply telling story of how you came to place your faith andttm
Jesus Christ as the One who saves you from yosr $i's your story. You lived it, and so you knaw
well. And in telling it, you may find that God usgou to draw someone to Himself. Regardless @twh
happens, you will be pleasing God because youa@ngdvhat He has asked His followers to do. Asane
obedient we can confidently leave the results ugito.

Some examples of people giving testimonies in thebke:
Psalm 40:1-3(David speaks of God's deliverance)

Mark 5:18-20 (The man who had been demon-possessed)
John 9 (The man who had been blind)

Acts 22:1-21 (Paul giving His testimony to the Jews)

Acts 26:1-23 (Paul giving His testimony to King Agrippa)

While it's not complicated, there are some thingsa keep in mind.
e Ask God to help you.Call to Him. He will help you!
e Gilorify God, not yourself.This is not about you. It's about His workingyour life.
e Keep the purpose in mind?eople need to know about sin, it's penalty, &lode, and their need
for Jesus.
Keep your audience in view.ou may share differently depending on who yosfreaking too.
Be real. People are cautious. We all relate better tplge@ho are genuine and honest.
Tell stories within the bigger storyit makes it more interesting and easier to listen
Share things that others can relate itacan help draw people in and keep their atbenti
Don't go into inappropriate details of past singexgperiences.This can be harmful.
Avoid religious or church words like “Jesus in nsalit”. You want people to understand what
you're saying. If you do need to use such wordslatn what they mean.
Be sensitive to the Spirit's leadingle can guide us in what to say.
e Use God's Word:Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Wéi@ad.” Share any verses that
God used in your journey, or that are helpful mirgy God's perspective.
e Talk about JesusOften people can “believe” in God, but it's Jethey need to put their trust in.
e Your life should back up what you sa@ur lives often speak louder than our words.aiare that
people are watching.

Where do | beqgin?

If you have the time and you sense that it's apyatgy consider starting at the beginning. Eveeylkes
an interesting story. Where were you born? Wka your childhood like? What significant events
happened in your life that shaped who you are8héring these things you are communicating thatayeu
a real person that they can relate too. You aildibg a foundation for them to understand moreptiee
how you came to know of your need to be savedcaeful not to lose your audience in boring or
unnecessary details. Stick to those things whiehmaportant to your story and which support yoeea
for Christ or demonstrate His power in your liids possible that in sharing these things you milke it
easier for your audience to connect with you..eegly those who have had similar experiencesey,H
that happened to me too.” If their heart is opkay will listen with interest to see why thinge alifferent
for you now.

Sometimes we have the opportunity to share ountesy because someone told us about a particular
struggle they are having. If you can relate tortheecause of your own journey that may be a goackptio
begin. Again, they may be more willing to hear Wyau have to say knowing that you can relate éorth



If you haven't experienced what they are goingufhoyou can still show them concern. We can share
with confidence knowing that the Holy Spirit isvabrk and has provided the opportunity.

Sometimes you have an opportunity to share, buirared in the amount of time you have. Otherdsn
it's just not appropriate to share your whole stdrythese situations, it's probably best to statt the
place where you realized that you were a sinnettlagickthere was nothing you could do to save ydurse
Tell how you came to that understanding. Thenrgmfthere.

It may be helpful to have different length versiafigour story ready to share so that you are pesptor
whatever opportunities God may give you.

In all this, it's important to remember that younas not to talk about you or draw attention taself.
Your aim is to, through your testimony, share vathers their need for Jesus. What you say shaift p
people to Him and bring Him honor.

Key Principles: It takes GUTS to share your testimny effectively.

e Glorify God, not yoursel+ Whatever you do in Word or deed, do all to tleeygof God.
Remember that the focus is on God and what He ¢raes fbr you... and what He can do for others.

e Use Scripture- “Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Wodi@od.” Romans 10:17
The Word of God is powerful. By using it, you d&menging God's perspective and authority into
your story. If someone wants to argue, they neetdgue with God, not you.

o Tellitlike itis— Be real.
People are perceptive. Be sincere, honest, agldlyi. Don't let fear control how you share.
Avoid religious words unless you can explain winaytmean. And do not pretend to be something
that you're not.

e Sin and a Savior There's no good news without understanding #ake b
Too many people hear the Good News and “Try itydalfind that it's not what they thought it
was. We all need to come to an understandingrhair sin we are lost and hopeless before God
and that we will be judged and punished in Helldar wrong-doing. When we understand this, we
are then ready to hear that God has provided hape are ready for the Good News about Jesus.

Okay, I'm willing, but not sure what to say.

In this case it's good to write it out. Doing thigl help you think through your testimony. Thday,

reading it aloud, you can hear if it's making sengeu'll also become familiar telling it and contfble
hearing yourself say things that you may not nolyrtalk about. If it sounds awkward, you'll heaand

be able to change things to make them more undelabde. We don't recommend reading your testimony
to others because it can seem impersonal. Peopteect with you best when you're talking with therot,
reading to them. But if you need to read it, \idael ready because it's already written.

Share it with a believing friend. For some, theaaf sharing their testimony can be scary. ttsdgo
have a saved friend or family member to practice Mot only does it help us get used to telling stary to
others, but we also benefit from their advice amcberagement. Hey, they may even want to join you.

Need help preparing your testimony? Answering théollowing questions may help:
What was life like before you were saved?

What made you aware of your sin and and a neea $avior?

What made you decide to put your trust in Jesus®ciibe how it happened?
What is different now since He saved you?

In summary, what has God done for you?




Here's what a testimony looks like based on thosstipns - adapted from Carroll Hill's “Storyteller
testimony:

e What was life like before you were saved?
| grew up in an abusive home. It was pretty rouljty. dad was an alcoholic. | remember hearing my
mother screaming and kids being beat up and thexyamst the wall and thrashed around. It was away
harder seeing the other kids get it even thougtr'denjoy it myself. When | was 15, after hegrsome
more screaming, | decided that | had had enougb.h®d guns in the house. The next day | grabbed on
and headed for the bush. | hid behind a tree aitkd/for my father. When | saw him, | cocked tifie
and sighted him up... | wanted to pull the triggerbad... but something wouldn't let me do it. &lus
suffered a miserable youth.

e What made you aware of your sin and your need for aavior?
| remember early on feeling bad about the wronggshil did. Mom would take us to church and Dad enad
us go, so | had heard the Gospel and about JedubarHe died on the cross to pay for my sin.ahted
to get things right and tried. | went forward imaeting but that didn't help because | didn't ustded. |
prayed and cried but | was powerless to changatbeg things | was doing. | had gotten into stegakand
other stuff. | knew that | was messed up and ni:&edp.

e What made you decide to put your trust in Jesus? 6l did it happen?
When | was 18, | realized that my life was goirgvdhill fast. | knew | needed to be saved butt ju
couldn't get a hold of it. But it finally made sernwhen | saw 1 John 3£ we receive the witness of men,
the witness of God is greater; for thisis the witness of God which He has testified of His Son. He who
believes in the Son of God has the witness in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him al liar,
because he has not believed the testimony that God has given of His Son. And thisis the testimony: that
God has given us eternal life, and thislifeisin His Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have
the Son of God does not have life. What he is saying there is that we believe meare.accept what people
say (like when we watch the news). How much mboukl we believe God? God said that those who are
trusting in His Son, Jesus, have life. | hadnthpketely believed that Jesus could save me, aptfect, |
was calling God a liar. |1 would pray and try toidmyself, but | just wasn't getting anywhereJohn
20:21 tells us about the Gospel (the Good Newhatthese are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Chrigt, the Son of God, and that believing you may have lifein His name. but | hadn't fully accepted that
or come to a conclusion. | needed to accept Guithess. It was like the lights came on. | neetited
believe it with all my heart. And so | believecthabout what God had said about His Son and putusly
in Jesus to save me from my sins and make mewightGod. From that time forward | had assurarna t
| was saved... not because | think so or hopelsat. because He said it. He did it, Christ pa&lghce for
me, | accepted it, and on the basis of that, | le®mal life today. And | know that for sure.

e What is different now since He saved you?
Since I've been born again my whole life changedas born into God's family and | belong to God
forever. Sure I've had my struggles like everyelse. But when | understood that He had given texmal
life, there was no way | wanted to go back and fedtie garbage. | just wanted to walk with Gdtkople
noticed that | had a different attitude. Afterdtgaved | had a compassion for my dad. | wastable
forgive him. | hated him before but now | wantedsee him get saved. | didn't want him to go tb Hée
had left some time before. | hunted him down aedtvwo visit him in Washington State and thanked hi
for the good work ethic he taught me. | had a chdo share the Gospel with him.

e In summary, what has God done for you?
The blessing is to know Christ and to walk with Hithm so glad to be forgiven and know that someday
will be in Heaven where the Bible says that thellelve people there from every tongue, tribe, antan.
I'm so thankful that God saved me.
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